Destination: College

Education Award FAQs

Q: What can I use my education award for?
A: Your education award can be used to repay qualified student loans and to cover any item included in the cost of attendance (as defined in the Federal Student Financial Aid handbook): tuition and fees, housing and food costs, books, supplies, transportation, dependent care, rental or purchase of a computer, costs related to a disability.
Q: What is a Qualified Student Loan?
A: Examples of Qualified Student Loans are: Federal Stafford Loans, Federal Perkins Loans, Federal Direct Student Loans, Federal Consolidated Loans, and Supplemental Loans for Students. A legal definition is included on the award voucher.

Q: Will the education award impact my financial aid award?
A: It depends. The financial aid office is required to consider your education award as a resource. That means that they may reduce the amounts of other aid if you use your education award. Here are a few tips:


· Don’t use your education award until your financial aid package has been finalized. That way you can choose which type of aid will be reduced (loans instead of grants)

· Don’t use all of your award in one year

· Use the award to pay off existing loans

For more information on the perils and strategies of financial aid and the education award click on “The Effective Education Award” under Member Forms on destinationcollege.berkeley.edu.
Q: If I want to use my award what do I do?
A: In order to use the award you will need to complete and sign Section A of the voucher. Your loan holder or educational institution must complete Section B. At UC Berkeley you should take your voucher to Rebecca Lewis-Davis in the Financial Aid Office (643-9158, rlewis@uclink.berkeley.edu). She has been designated to handle all AmeriCorps awards and is a good resource for answers about your specific situation.
Q: I never got an award letter in the mail. Who should I contact?
A: You should contact the National Service Trust with any general questions or requests (duplicate voucher, address change) at 1 (888) 507-5962 or email edawardvoucher@cns.gov.
Q: If I use the education award do I have to claim it on my taxes?
A: Yes, currently AmeriCorps awards are considered income when used. However, when you fill out the FAFSA form make sure to include any education award income on Worksheet C. That way it will not be considered when figuring expected contributions.

Q: Once I finish the program what do I need to do to activate my education award?
A: Upon completion of the program you will complete exit paperwork. Once that paperwork has been processed (within one week) you will receive an award letter and vouchers at the address you indicated (2-4 weeks). At that point your education award is active.
For more information about education awards go to http://www.americorps.org/members/resource/education/index.html

